
WHAT’S LOVE 
GOT TO DO 

WITH IT? 

IS IT YOU, OR THE PERSON 
SITTING NEXT TO YOU? 



What exactly 
constitutes 
domestic 
violence? 

According to the National 
Center for Victims of 

Crime… 



•Domestic violence can be defined as a pattern of abusive behavior in any 
relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain power and 
control over another intimate partner. 

 

•Domestic violence can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or 
psychological actions or threats of actions that influence another person. 
This includes any behaviors that intimidate, manipulate, humiliate, isolate, 
frighten, terrorize, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound 
someone. 

 

•Physical Abuse: Hitting, slapping, shoving, grabbing, pinching, biting, hair- 
pulling, biting, etc. Physical abuse also includes denying a partner medical 
care or forcing alcohol and/or drug use. 

 

•Sexual Abuse: Coercing or attempting to coerce any sexual contact 
or behavior without consent. Sexual abuse includes, but is certainly 
not limited to marital rape, attacks on sexual parts of the body, forcing sex 
after physical violence has occurred, or treating one in a sexually demeaning 
manner. 

 

•Emotional Abuse: Undermining an individual’s sense of self-worth and/ or 
self-esteem. This may include, but is not limited to constant criticism, 
diminishing one’s abilities, name-calling, or damaging one’s relationship 
with his or her children. 

 

•Economic Abuse: Making or attempting to make an individual financially 
dependent by maintaining total control over financial resources, 
withholding one’s access to money, or forbidding one’s attendance at school 
or employment. 

 

•Psychological Abuse: Causing fear by intimidation; threatening physical 
harm to self, partner, children, or partner’s family or friends; destruction of 
pets and property; and forcing isolation from family, friends, or school and/ 
or work. 



If they will “say” 
anything to you, 

they will “do” 
anything to you 

How is your self esteem 
these days?  Are you 

covering bruises, or keeping 
your friends secret after 

being beaten? 



Are  you 
someone’s 

possession? 

Do you find yourself 
excusing their bad behavior 
towards you, while in front 

of others in public? 



LOVE DOES NOT 
HURT!  

ABUSE DOES! 

Have you ever excused a 
“physical” incident that went 

too far?  Have you been 
“snatched”, “grabbed”, 

“dragged” by your mate? 



I SEE YOU IN 
THOSE BUSHES! 

Stalking is a common 
precursor to abuse, and is a 
serious matter.  Restraining 

orders are there for a 
reason 



WE DON’T PUT 
OUR BUSINESS 

IN THE STREETS! 

Abuse is not a “private” 
matter, it is a “criminal” 
matter, … get out then 

report it! 



MINDING YOUR 
OWN BUSINESS 

CAN COST 
SOMEONE YOU 

LOVE THEIR 
LIFE! 

Don’t you dare look the 
other way when someone 

is being abused!   



I JUST DON’T 
WANT TO 

LOOSE THEM… 
IF I TELL THEY 

WILL LEAVE ME 

LET THEM LEAVE! You just 
saved the life of the next 

abuse victim 



“NO ONE 
UNDERSTANDS 

THEM LIKE I 
DO” 

Famous last words for 
many an abused person 



THE LAW IS 
CLEAR ON 

ABUSE 

Each state is different, but 
all states have restraining 

orders! 



THE STATS 
Intimate Partner Violence (Domestic Violence) 

•According to the U.S. Department of Justice, young women 
(ages 16-24) are the most at risk of being raped. In fact, 
more than 52 % of all rape/sexual assault victims were 
females younger than 25 . Most sexual assaults take place 
between people who know each other. A survey conducted 
on 32 colleges and universities found that 84% of women 
raped knew their attacker and 57% of the those rapes 
happened on dates. 

 

•The highest rate of intimate partner violence is among 
women ages 16-245. Approximately 32% of college students 
are victims of domestic violence.  

 

•For many young people, this is their first encounter with a 
“real” relationship and they are unsure as to what 
constitutes healthy and unhealthy relationships.  

 

•Intimate partner violence does not just happen 

to married or heterosexual couples. The 1998 annual report 
for GLBT Domestic Violence from the US Department of 

Justice suggests that the domestic violence prevalence rate 
for same-sex couples is between 25% and 33%, comparable 
to the findings on prevalence in heterosexual couples. 
 

•  



THE STATS 
Intimate Partner Violence (Domestic Violence) 

•At these rates, intimate partner violence (IPV) is and has 
been an epidemic that threatens the safety of all women. 
IPV accounts for as many as half of 911 calls8, and battered 
women account for 15-30% of emergency room visits.  

 

•With this high rate of injury, it is often assumed that a 
woman will not think twice about leaving her batterer. 
However, women stay for a number of reasons such as 
emotional, physical, or psychological coercion, financial 
stability, and love.  

 

•Women are often turned away from loved ones when they 
are unable to make a choice that appears to be obvious and 
easy. Friends and family members of women in violent 
relationships need to be there for their loved ones 
regardless of their decisions. 
 

•  


